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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 



Description, Pages 

1- 18 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

2- 6, 8, 9 ■ as originally filed 

1,7 as amended (together with any statement) under Art. 1 9 PCT 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/10>10/10 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. SI This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

see separate sheet 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-9 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-9 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item I 

The feature "at leatst one of a message displaying apparatus and a destination 
displaying apparatus" replacing the feature "the content source apparatus based on 
the source information" is only partly disclosed in the application as originally filed. On 
page 13, lines 19-22 of the description it is disclosed that a "notice of transfer 
rejection" is sent to a "message displaying apparatus", but no disclosure exists about 
sending it to the "destination displaying apparatus". The amendement is 
consequently not allowable as a whole and the IPER is thus established as if the 
amendment had not been made (Rule 70.2c PCT). 

It should be noted, that the requested amendment would have had no consequence 
on independent Claims 4 and 8 as they remained unchanged. An inconsistenvcy 
between independent claims would have resulted. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 - US 2002/0087549 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-9 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A content relay server for relaying content between a content source and a conent 
destination (paragraph 14: "a netwrok entity") which comprises: 

a) an information storing unit oerable to store identification information (paragraph 
16: "a database comprising receipient data describing multimedia reception 
capabilities and/or reception preferences for at least one receipient"), 

b) a conent receiving unit operable to receive from the conent source apparatus, 
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identification information of the destination and a content associated with it and 
source information (paragraph 15: "receiving media content from a sending 
entity and addressed to at least one receipient"), 

c) a transfer judging unit to judge based on the content infformation whether or not 
the received conent can be received by the destination apparatus (paragraph 
42: "the appropriateness of the content ... is checked before its transmission ..." 
and paragraph 26-28), 

d) a content transferring unit to transfer the received content when it is judged that 
the content can be received (paragraph 18: "outputting the notification message 
for transmission to said at least on recepient" and parwagraph 40), 

e) a transfer rejection notifying unit, which provides a notice of rejection to the 
source when the content is judged non-receivable (paragrpah 44: "a ... failure 
message is formed and transmitted to the sending entity to acknowledge 
incompabiiity ..."). 

2 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
corresponding independent claims 4, 7 and 8, which therefore are also considered 
not new. 

3 Dependent claims 2-3, 5-6 and 9 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty, see document D1 and the corresponding passages cited in the 
search report. 
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f p CLAIMS 

y. (amended) A content relay server for relaying a content 
between a content source apparatus and a content destination 
apparatus, said content relay server comprising: 
5 an information storing unit operable to store identification 

information of the content destination apparatus and content 
information about a content that can be received by the content 
destination apparatus, the identification information and content 
information being associated with each other, and operable to store 

10 source information about the content source apparatus and 
destination information about the content destination apparatus; 

a content receiving unit operable to receive, from the content 
source apparatus, identification information of the content 
destination apparatus, a content associated with the identification 

15 information, and source information about the content source 
apparatus; 

a transfer judging unit operable to extract, from said 
information storing unit, content information associated with the 
received identification information of the content destination 
20 apparatus, and judge, based on the content information, whether or 
not the received content can be received by the content destination 
apparatus; 

a content transferring unit operable to transfer the received 
content to the content destination apparatus identified by the 
25 identification information when said transfer judging unit judges 
that the content can be received; and 

a transfer rejection notifying unit operable to provide notice 
of a transfer rejection to at least one of a message displaying 
apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus when said transfer 
30 judging unit judges that the content cannot be received. 

^_ fl-ng — eefrte-rrt — r^fsry — server according to CTarrn T~, ftH=fckec 
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J said the content bluili iy appara t us furthe^^^ 

a content information update reqij^sfmg unit operable to 
provide notice of a change in the coj^feeffti information to said content 
relay server when the cont^p^m format! on about the content that 
5 can be received has bpeffchanged ; and 

said cont^nfrelay server further comprises 
an Information updating unit operable to update the content 
inforprMion stored in said information storing unit upon request 
fn5m said content information update r equesting unit. j 

10 

7. .(amended) A content relay method by which a content relay 
server relays a content, the content relay server including an 
information storing unit operable to store identification information 
of a content destination apparatus and content information about a 

15 content that can be received by the content destination apparatus, 
the identification information and content information being 
associated with each other, and operable to store source information 
about the content source apparatus and destination information 
about the content destination apparatus, said content relay method 

20 comprising: 

receiving, from the content source apparatus, identification 
information of the content destination apparatus, a content 
associated with the identification information, and source 
information about the content source apparatus; 

25 extracting, from the information storing unit, content 

information associated with the received identification information 
of the content destination apparatus, and judging, based on the 
content information, whether or not the received content can be 
received by the content destination apparatus; 

30 transferring the received content to the content destination 

apparatus identified by the identification information when it is 
judged that the content can be received; and 

- 22 - 



P 



AMENDED SHEET 



06/1 2/2005 



-CLMSPAMD 



JP\05710448 



providing notice of a transfer rejection to at least one- of a 
message displaying apparatus and a destination %splay.ng 
apparatus when it is judged that the content cannot be 

^ TTpfo gram for relaying a c ontent between 6 cO.He.TtrsmiTO 

apparatus and a content destination apparatus, said program 
comprising executable code operable to cause a compter to 
perform: 

receiving, from the content source apparatus^ent.ficat.on 
10 information of the content destination apparatui a content 
associated with the identification informati/n, and source 
information about the content source apparati 

extracting, from the information /Storing unit, content 
information associated with the received/dentif.cation information 
16 of the content destination apparatus/^nd judging, based on the 
content information, whether or n/ the received content can be 
received by the content destination apparatus; 

transferring the receive/content to the content destination 
apparatus identified by the/identification information when it is 
20 judged that the content c/h be received; and 

providing notice/ a transfer rejection to the content source 
' apparatus based on/4 source information when it is judged that 
the content cannoT be received 



25 9. 



30 



The co/tent relay server according to Claim 1, wherein: 
said/nformation storing unit is operable to store rejection 
information for rejecting a reception of a content transmitted from a 

specific/source; and 

said content relay server further comprises 
a reception rejecting unit operable to judge whether or not 
We source information transmitted from the content source 
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